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Twelve tests that get to the heart of the grey matter

These puzzles were devised by a team of American brainboxes as an alternative way of gauging intelligence to the contraversial Mensa system. Our volunteers tried them with varying results. Howwill you fare? By Jcnifer Cunningham

MIND QUIZ

MNTELLIGEMCE and how to
mizasure it is one of life's great
combentious guestions. We can
be coached to pass exams, but
honw rsch does that sy about
our innate ability ™ We might out-
Caral Carol on the Countdown
pumbers game, bul does that
really qualify us as “good at
maths"? And if someone is a
prize-winming scientist but can®
empathise with those who are not,
do they desernve the label “genins™?
Thiese questions are contimually
reassessed inthe light of cultural
and sockal change, The nodion of
emotional intelligence, for
instance, has gained profile as the
importance of communications
in our globalised cconomy has
increased. Traditienal intellipence
testing. meanwhile, has been
overhaubed due to suspacions of a
cultural bias: how can someone
from overseas compete fairly in a
testwhich assumes you've been
educated in the UK, forinstance?
I} testing, howewer, is more
popatlar than ewver. Psychometnic
tests for job applicants are still
used in the UK, which gives job
seckers an incentive to check out
b they might do, Most people,
hevorever, ape just curiows (o know
where they fall in the general
spread of intellectual ability.
Mathan Haselbauer is at the
very top of that range. He has just
celebrated his 30th birthday, but
three years ago he retired as a
trader on Wall Street o pursue
the hobby that was taking over his
lifie, Mo it 15 an enjoyvable busi-
niess, even when he is up until the
carly hours devising fiendish
#les to meet the deadline for
i5 next book
The latest, published in the UK
by Robinson, comes oul in
February., Haselbauer is the
founder and president of the
[nternational High 10 Society,
which has nearly 11,000 menybers
and which came imlo being when
Haselbauer became frustrated
with “the number of hoops you
have to jump through o poin
Mensa”, He looked instead foran
onling equivalent, which would
prowiche instant test resulis.
There wasn't one, so he created
his own, attracting like-minded
young people who were more
interested in shanng experiences
on the internel al convenient
times than tuming out to local

Puzzle A Puzzle B
Missing pieces Odd one out
Difficulty rating 1 Difficulty rating 2

Given the puzzle peece shown, determine the

e number of times the piece can fit

inte the missing areas of the puzzle,

Which of the following i least ke the others?

PuzzleC Puzzle D
Primitive puzzle Child’s play
Difficulty rating 2 Difficulty rating 2

Fignere oull how the word in parentheses is
arrived at and find the word for the second set
af parentheses.

Determine the misting slem.
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Puzzle G Puzzle H Puzzle | Puzzle J
Noughts and crosses Word scramble Missing number Wheels within wheels
Difficulty rating 3 Difficulty rating 3 Difficulty rating 3 Difficulty rating 4
Complels Lhe sequence. There are five scrambded letters below that can Determine the missing value, Determine the system used 1o generale

be farmmed into feve English words, You must
wse all the letters in the woerd, and they can

anly be used once. Can yau hind all fve?
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rurnbers in the diagram below, and find the

FrISSInG valee.
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mecetings. The pass rabe for peianing
was sci at 126, a level which, he
s:"lﬁ. puts members in the top 5%
of the population,

The Intermational High 10
Society has now celebrated its
fifth birthday. According 1o ils
founder, it is nod a group of social
mishts, although 7E% are men,
most of them under 35,

The 500 puzzles contained in
Haxselbauer's kafest book include
30 from the annwal High IQ

Society Goat (greatest of all time)
challenge, which start tough and
gt tougher, Each year the person
whio scores most points claims
the title of smartest person in the
world. So far, nobody has achieved
a petiect score amd, of the hardest
puzzles, only a handful of the
500,000 people who have tried
them have answered any. Hasel-
baverand his problem-seiters esti-
mate thal only one in every
400,000 people is in that league.

We've seleded 12 puzeles from
Haselbauer'snew book forvou to
test yoursel, with individual
difficulty ratirgs between one and
four. Good ek - and if you don'
get the scoreyou hoped for, you
can akbways bame the test

Thi Mammatl Book of 10 Puzrzies
i= published oy February 24
[Rebinson, £799). Visit the
International figh 10 Society
wabsite: wwwhighigsacietyong
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Al BO CCOMA dilficulty level. For example, puzzie C Roisin Clarke, 21 creative skills or ermotional inteligence | don't think being able fo put dats in

1] <] E i Lavst cne an the reghi is lewvel two aned is thene fare worth bwe English literature graduate a lire is a real evaluatian of intelligence.”
F9 GO paims. The possible tofal s 33 Seore: 19 Gary McMair, 18

H spare, pores, prose, poser, ropes m'l-r.‘_m'l'w nm_hcahgh the "1 conaader mysalf intelligent but | Drarma student Mell Gilliss, 21

13 J1 K14 LS durection of genius; wins surpresed at how difficult | fouwnd Seare: 15 History student

30=30 You are a bt E'f_a srmarty-panis: it That was rrainty becauses it was " woild regard masedl as beang of Soore: 23

SCORING ; 10=20 You could dowath S prachice; biarsed lowards numerncal processas, aboee-average imelligence, but | Tound "It was mainty hasic mathematics,
Esch correct answer is werth the Undar 10 Puzzles just aren tyour | thirk. These lesis would nod it a little bit stressfid. Sorme of the 5a | dan't think it was a comgrehensive
same number of points as the thing. are they? | measure verbal reasaning, puzzles were not very clearly warded. test of infelligence,”
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Puzzle E
Analogy puzzle

Difficulty rating 2

Datermine the itern that best completes the

analogy.
e is to :i ‘ "=1£
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asil; is to:
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Puzzle F

Find the missing value

Ditficulty rating 3
Fined the missang valug,
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Puzzle K

Missing figure

Difficulty rating 4

Find the missing value

Puzzle L
Trellis pattern

Difficulty rating &
Determine the system used 1o genarale
numbers in the grid below, and find the

rmissing valus
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